798 APPENDIX [Second Session

"§ 136-89.194. Laws applicable to the Authority; exceptions.

(a)  Motor Vehicle Laws. - The Turnpike System shall be considered
a "highway" as defined in G.S. 20-4.01(13) and a "public vehicular area" as
defined in G.S. 20-4.01(32). All law enforcement and emergency personnel,
including the State Highway Patrol and the Division of Motor Vehicles,
shall have the same powers and duties on the Turnpike System as on any
other highway or public vehicular area.

(b) Contracting. - For the purposes of implementing this Article, the
Authority shall solicit competitive proposals for the construction of
Turnpike Projects in accordance with the provisions of Article 2 of this
Chapter. Contracts for professional engineering services and other kinds of
professional or specialized services necessary in connection with construction
of Turnpike Projects shall be solicited in accordance with procedures
utilized by the Department of Transportation.

(c)  Alternative Contracting Methods. - Notwithstanding the provisions of
subsection (b) of this section, the Authority may authorize the use of
alternative contracting methods if:

(1)  The authorization applies to an individual project;

(2) The Authority has concluded, and documented in writing
that the alternative contracting method is necessary because
the project cannot be completed utilizing the procedures
of Article 2 of this Chapter within the necessary time
frame or available funding or for other reasons the
Authority deems in the public interest;

(3) The Authority has provided, to the extent possible, for the
solicitation of competitive proposals prior to awarding a
contract; and

(4)  The approved alternative contracting method provides for
reasonable compliance with the disadvantaged business
participation goals of G.S. 136-28.4.

"§ 136-89.195. Internet report of funds expended.

The Department shall publish and update annually on its Internet web
site a record of all expenditures of the Authority for highway construction,

maintenance, and administration. The record shall include a total expenditure
amount by county. For each Turnpike Project, the record shall include a
readily identifiable project name or location, the nature of the project, the
amount of the project, the contractor for the project, the date of project
letting, and the actual or expected project completion date.
"§ 136-89.196. Removal of tolls.

The Authority shall, upon fulfillment of and subject to any restrictions
included in the agreements entered into by the Authority in connection with
the issuance of the Authority's revenue bonds, remove tolls from a Turnpike

Project.




